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Aims of the presentation

• To reflect on the importance of the involving 
parents in their children’s learning at home 
and in settings.

• To share examples of how “What To Expect, 
When?” can be used by parents and 
practitioners to share information about 
children and their learning and development.



Supporting transitions into settings

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life 
and the support that enables them to fulfill their 
potential. Children develop quickly in the early 
years and a child’s experiences between birth and 
age five have a major impact on their future life 
chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is 
important in its own right. Good parenting and high 
quality early learning together provide the 
foundation children need to make the most of their 
abilities and talents as they grow up.”

DfE (2014) Statutory Framework for the EYFS
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Sharing children’s learning

“What parents and carers do makes a real 
difference to young children’s development.”

Sure Start/DfES (2004) The Effective Provision of 
Pre-School Education (EPPE) Project: Final Report 

“Highly successful strategies engage all parents in 
their children’s learning in the setting and at home.”

Ofsted (2014) Evaluation Schedule for Inspectors of 
Registered Early Years Provision
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Sharing children’s learning

• Time – during session, end of session, evening 
session

• Session organisation – information session for 
parents, “stay and play” alongside children, 
“make and do” activities, resources from setting 
alongside “everyday” resources found at home

• Taking learning home – activity ideas, booklet, 
start the home activity in the session and use at 
home



Sharing children’s learning: What are the 

words to that song again?



Sharing children’s learning: What 
are the words to that song again?



Sharing children’s progress

“The key person must seek to engage and 
support parents and/or carers in guiding their 
child’s development at home.” 

“Parents and/or carers should be kept up-to-
date with their child’s progress and 
development.”

DfE (2014) Statutory Framework for the EYFS



Sharing children’s progress



Identifying children’s next steps



He was playing with each character in turn, changing his 

voice as he played with different figures.

He will always make the good wrestler win. He knows 

about right and wrong. He understands about story 

telling and sound effects!



Enrichment and Extension in Action: 

At Home



Enrichment and Extension in Action:

In the Setting

Developing 

self-esteem 

and

confidence 

through

special 

Interests.



In the setting




